EDI in Arkansas

Your participation makes a difference!

Early Development Instrument (EDI) data is used in Arkansas to inform policies, direct resources, and build
community level plans to improve conditions for young children in Arkansas. District leaders use this
information to better understand conditions in the surrounding neighborhoods and to bring preschool,
kindergarten and first grade teachers together to improve strategies for early childhood development, school
transition, and school success.

The Arkansas Research Center at the University of Central Arkansas and the Center for Healthier Children,
Families, and Communities at UCLA are partnering to survey the health, wellbeing and school readiness of
all kindergarten children in your county using EDI.

The EDI is not about teacher accountability or school report cards, but rather looking at what is happening
in Arkansas neighborhoods and communities in the years before children arrive to school in Kindergarten.
When you complete the EDI questionnaire for your students, you are helping to shape the future of early
childhood programs in Arkansas.
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