Directions:  
Using the Data Analysis Framework as your guide (i.e., the “Methodology” column), select visualizations from the Quicklooks website (adearc.com/ade) to answer the questions on the following pages.

DATA ANALYSIS
	Major Focus 1: How are our students performing by subject area? 

	Step 1:
	Follow the instructions in the table to import the visual upon which you will be basing your data statements in response to the question.

	Step 2:
	Complete the “Data Statements” column based on the data you analyzed in the visual.  Refer to the interpretive questions, as answering these questions in the form of data statements will help provide organization and structure for your responses.  You may also want to add interpretive questions of your own.
Keep in mind, each Data Statement should: 
· communicate a single idea about student achievement
· present the facts objectively rather than state evaluative or explanatory comments
· be short, clear sentences or phrases in everyday language that is easy to understand
· be an independent statement, not depending on other statements for meaning 
· represent the data accurately by including relevant numerical data when needed for evidence.
Examples of data statements can be found on the following page.

	Step 3:
	Once you have completed all the tables with visualizations and data statements, complete the final section with a comprehensive data summary that brings together the most important ideas that provide insight into answering the focus question: “How are our students performing by subject area?”  Keep in mind, the statements can be in a slightly more narrative style, but still tightly based on data.  Important numerical results should be included to support the points made.  Avoid including personal judgments and opinions.  If you find you are describing why the results occurred, or using “because” in your summary, you have moved to interpretation and are no longer summarizing![footnoteRef:-1]* [-1: *Guidelines for writing Data Statements and Summaries adapted from Van Houten, L., Miyasaka, J., Agullard, K., & Zimmerman, J. (2006).  Developing an effective school plan: An activity-based guide to understanding your school and improving student outcomes.  Oakland, CA: WestED.] 

An example of a data summary can be found on the following page.
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(from Van Houten, L., Miyasaka, J., Agullard, K., & Zimmerman, J. (2006).  Developing an effective school plan: An activity-based guide to understanding your school and improving student outcomes.  Oakland, CA: WestED.)

Achievement Data: State Math Test Proficiency Level Results — 2003-2005
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SAMPLE

                                [image: 2]
Data Statements:

From 2003 to 2005, the percentage of students in the Advanced and Proficient levels on the math CST decreased from 15% to 9%. The greater decrease was in the Proficient level where performance dropped 4 percentage points in 2004 and 1 percentage point in 2005. 
In 2003-2005, about one fourth of the students (26%, 25%, 27%) were in the Far Below Basic level on the Math CST. The percentage of students in this lowest proficiency level has increased since 2003 (+1 percentage point). 
From 2003 to 2005, the percentage of students in the Below Basic proficiency level on the math CST has remained at about 45% for grades 3-5 combined. 

Data Summary:

Across the years, there is very little improvement in proficiency levels on the math CST. From 2003 to 2005, there was a 6-percentage point decline in the top two proficiency levels and a slight increase in the bottom two proficiency levels, to 72% in the Far Below and Below Basic proficiency levels.
	Major Focus 1: How are our students performing by subject area?

	Visual:

	1- Go to QuickLooks and right click on the chart you want to insert.  
2- From the dropdown menu, select “Export as JPEG.”  
3- Once the JPEG has been created, click the “Save” button (below the chart) and specify where you would like to save the image.  
4- Insert the image in this box by highlighting this text, selecting “Insert-->Picture-->From File” in the Microsoft Word menu bar at the top of the page, and selecting the image from its saved location.  
5- Use the arrow in any of the corners to resize the image to fit the space.

	Question:
	Interpretive Questions:
	Data Statements:

	How do our students compare to other students at the state level?

	· Is the state consistently outperforming your district?  
· Is your district consistently outperforming the state?  
(Reminder:  look at both scale scores and growth)
	· 

	
	Other Interpretive Questions:
	Other Data Statements:

	
	
· 
	
· 
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	Visual:

	1- Go to QuickLooks and right click on the chart you want to insert.
2- From the dropdown menu, select “Export as JPEG.”  
3- Once the JPEG has been created, click the “Save” button (below the chart) and specify where you would like to save the image.  
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	Question:
	Interpretive Questions:
	Data Statements:

	How do our students perform in a particular subject across all grade levels within the district?

	· Are students in some grades performing substantially better or worse than others?
· Are students performing substantially better or worse in some subjects than in others?

	· 

	
	Other Interpretive Questions:
	Other Data Statements:

	
	
· 
	
· 



	Major Focus 1: How are our students performing by subject area? 

	Data Summary:

	—Insert data summary here—
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Note: The data above represent all students in grades 3-5 combined.
Due to rounding, percentages may add up to over 100.
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